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of the great minister. Leaning on Lord Salisbury's arm, the
old man moved painfully along between a double line of
peers and peeresses and members of Parliament.

On emerging from the station, the cheers were tre-
mendous. Trafalgar Square was a carpet of faces. Hats and
handkerchiefs were waved, and women threw flowers into
the carriage- At Downing Street, all draped with red,
Lord Beaconsfield found an immense sheaf of flowers sent
by the Queen. As the cheering went on and on, he had to
appear with Lord Salisbury on the balcony. He said to the
crowd: "We have brought you back, I think, Peace with
Honour."

A few days later, at Osborne, kneeling before the
enraptured Queen, he received from her hands the Insignia
of the Order of the Garter. "High and low," she had written
to him, "the whole country is delighted, except Mr.
Gladstone, who is frantic."